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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /125W 

123418 

R 281255Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9627 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL CONAKRY 0457 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PFOR PU 

SUBJECT : USG VETO OF GUINEA-BISSAU ADMISSION TO UN 
REF: LISBON 1152 

1. USG VETO OF GUINEA-BISSAU ADMISSION TO UN WOULD UNDERMINE 
AND NEGATE US PRINCIPLES AND DECLARATIONS REGARDING COMMIT- 
MENT TO SUPPORT FREEDOM AND SELF-DETERMINATION WHICH WOULD BE 
CONTRARY TO LONG-TERM US NATIONAL INTEREST. IT WOULD ALSO 
ADVERSELY AFFECT US RELATIONS WITH ALL AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
AND WITH MANY OF MORE THAN SEVENTY COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NOW 
RECOGNIZED GUINEA-BISSAU. FURTHERMORE, VETO LIKELY ONLY BE 
A DELAYING MOVEMENT, SINCE PRESSURES WILL INEVITABLY BUILD UP 
FOR GUINEA-BISSAU ADMISSION. FULLY RECOGNIZE THAT USG VOTE 
FOR ADMISSION OF GUINEA-BISSAU MIGHT NOT BE IN OUR NATIONAL 
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INTEREST AT THIS TIME BUT HOPE THAT FOR POLITICAL AND MORAL 
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REASONS USG WILL BE ABLE TO ABSTAIN. 

2. WHATEVER POSITION USG DECIDES TO ADOPT, URGE THAT IT NOT 
BE PUBLICIZED IN ADVANCE OF TIME WHEN VOTE MUST BE TAKEN. 

THIS WOULD BE GRATUITOUS SLAP AT AFRICAN, EUROPEAN AND 
OTHER SUPPORTERS OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND COULD WELL PROVOKE 
PREMATURE HOSTILE REACTION IN AFRICA. IT WOULD ALSO KEEP US 
FROM EARLY COMMITMENT TO POSITION WHICH IT MIGHT WELL BE IN 
OUR INTEREST TO CHANGE BASED ON EVOLVING SITUATION. 

TODMAN 
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